
https://www.reddit.com/r/dat
aisugly/comments/j2ilz2/ah_
yes_the_classic_thicker_bar
_visual_for_such_a/

 Misleading
 Pie chart better choice
 If crafting visual yourself use 

guidelines or be realistic 
about differences in values

 Does your data back bold 
statements?

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/j2ilz2/ah_yes_the_classic_thicker_bar_visual_for_such_a/


Popular tactic it seems…
https://viz.wtf/

https://viz.wtf/


https://www.reddit.com
/r/dataisugly/comment
s/jgd2y1/coronavirus_t
otal_deaths_the_lege
nd_shows_text/

 Colour code your 
legends

 Shades for heatmaps
are useful – BUT!

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/jgd2y1/coronavirus_total_deaths_the_legend_shows_text/


https://www.reddit.com/
r/dataisugly/comments/
j369wv/latvian_giants_a
nd_indian_dwarves/

 Make sure the scale is 
reasonable

 Nice idea but difficult to 
scale shapes appropriately

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/j369wv/latvian_giants_and_indian_dwarves/


 What’s the total number of people 
involved?

 Shape division is irrelevant
 Could simply be text? 
 Or 4 out of 10 people say… & make 

it a pictogram?

http://www.designyourway.net/blog/inspiration/wh
en-infographics-go-bad-or-how-not-to-design-
data-visualization/

http://www.designyourway.net/blog/inspiration/when-infographics-go-bad-or-how-not-to-design-data-visualization/


http://www.designyourway.net/blo
g/inspiration/when-infographics-
go-bad-or-how-not-to-design-
data-visualization/

 Pie chart pieces don’t add up to 
100% - not a pie chart!

 3d unnecessary
 Same colour – no meaning

http://www.designyourway.net/blog/inspiration/when-infographics-go-bad-or-how-not-to-design-data-visualization/


http://www.designyourway.net/blog/inspir
ation/when-infographics-go-bad-or-
how-not-to-design-data-visualization/

 Unnecessary revolving donut –
should be a simple pie chart

 Correct total
 Don’t try to overcomplicate!

http://www.designyourway.net/blog/inspiration/when-infographics-go-bad-or-how-not-to-design-data-visualization/


 Stacked bar charts should 
add up to 100%?

 What’s missing is None
 Better as 100% bars divided 

into relevant proportions
 Could have been separate 

visualisations?

https://voicebot.ai/2018/03/21/data-breakdown-
consumers-use-smart-speakers-today/

https://voicebot.ai/2018/03/21/data-breakdown-consumers-use-smart-speakers-today/


 No need for the pie chart!
 Each piece of data is not a 

proportion of the time
 Simply remove the pie chart
 Make figures stand out more
 Needs greater complexity to 

share scale e.g. could work as a 
counter – so numbers increase 
as timer runs down.

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/ixt
pc9/all_of_these_numbers_are_equal/

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/ixtpc9/all_of_these_numbers_are_equal/


https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/
comments/ihndq9/bottoms_up/

Slightly jarring – if they’re at 
the bottom….
Reversing the list would be 
better.

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/ihndq9/bottoms_up/


https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/i8j
uhq/ive_never_seen_this_level_of_wrong_kind_o
f/

Who’s in the middle??
Yes, why use a pie chart when 
you could use a Venn diagram.

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/i8juhq/ive_never_seen_this_level_of_wrong_kind_of/


https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/hf
nyzx/i_dont_think_theres_a_single_element_in_t
his/

 Why are the other two 
answers excluded?

 Make sure strength of 
agreement (scale) is in the 
correct order

 List from disagree to agree 
too – left to right?

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/hfnyzx/i_dont_think_theres_a_single_element_in_this/


https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/co
mments/hwkbgm/lets_make_the_x_axi
s_values_different_so_we_can/

 Glaringly different x-axis 
variables

 Compare like for like
 Could also compare the two 

viruses directly side by side in 
age to enable faster 
comparison

https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisugly/comments/hwkbgm/lets_make_the_x_axis_values_different_so_we_can/


https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2019/12/03/seo-copywriting

https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2019/12/03/seo-copywriting

