
Presenting and 
sharing stories 
count
With Bexley CVS



What we’ll 
cover 
today

Storytelling essentials
Crafting your own story
Practical tips social 
and marketing 
Free and affordable 
digital tools that can 
help



What’s in a story? 
Read the story I drop into 
the chat. A few minutes.

Breakout – say hi to 
someone. How did the story 
make you feel?

Come back to the Zoom 
space with everyone.





Presenting and sharing stories 
can be this simple…



100 Volunteers



100 Volunteers



100 Volunteers
got out of bed on a 
Saturday morning
to read to children



100 Volunteers

See Alyssa’s 
story

got out of bed on a 
Saturday morning
to read to children



What’s your story? 
What’s the story?
Who’s it for?
What do you want them to 
do?

On the Padlet board



Storytelling essentials:
creating a narrative



Outline a path from problem to solution



Storytelling in action with…



Presentation Guru

Simple story arc – useful for influencing e.g. policy makers

https://www.presentation-guru.com/on-structure-the-hidden-framework-that-hangs-your-story-together/


https://raiseyourhands.org.uk/stories/prison-to-pandemic/
Funder shares stories of grantees 

https://raiseyourhands.org.uk/stories/prison-to-pandemic/


Simple story arc – complication offers tension

Presentation Guru

https://www.presentation-guru.com/on-structure-the-hidden-framework-that-hangs-your-story-together/


Reoffending costs the economy £18bn every year

Prison leavers are 56% more likely to reoffend when 
homeless



Simplified 
version for 
Twitter



Take a look at one of the first eight Switchback trainee 
journeys what kind of structures do you see?

https://switchback.org.uk/trainee-journeys/


Storytelling with Data

https://www.storytellingwithdata.com/blog/2020/5/21/the-structures-of-story


Writing a case study: telling powerful stories: Bexley CVS 

https://www.bvsc.co.uk/sites/bvsc.co.uk/files/Telling%20powerful%20stories%20%281%29.pdf


New belief or way of looking at the world – suits 
longer in-depth personal stories

Presentation Guru

https://www.presentation-guru.com/on-structure-the-hidden-framework-that-hangs-your-story-together/


Classic hero storytelling



‘Tell me about a time when …’



Asking questions

Let’s play wheel 
decide together. 
What questions can 
we ask to capture 
people’s stories?

https://superhighways.org.uk/training-advice-and-technical/training/audio-and-video-interviewing-t/


Let’s play ‘Who’s your hero’

launch a 
campaign for a 
safe 
playground 
with their local 
council

to a rundown 
park and 
playground, with 
broken swings 
and litter 
everywhere

young childrenA group of 
parents 
that are 
tired of 
taking their 



What’s your story?
Choose a 
storytelling 
structure to 
create your 
own basic 
outline. You 
can add to 
your Padlet
entry



Who added 
emotive 
words to their 
notes?



Emotion + experience = winning

Later you could have a 
quick look through this 
list of emotive words 
and add one to each 
part of your narrative.

https://www.berkeleywellbeing.com/uploads/1/9/4/8/19481349/printable-list-of-emotions.pdf


Now let’s add oxytocin and dopamine



What do you notice?



https://youtu.be/NToS4uPtUHM?t=1817

https://youtu.be/NToS4uPtUHM?t=1817


Why stop there?



In 2008 volunteers set up 
Incredible Edible Todmorden to 
grow food in the local 
community. 

How could we tell a better story?



https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk/our-story/


Uses in email marketing



Not all stories work the same way –
you need to use the right frame

JRF Poverty Reframing Toolkit

The Frameworks Institute: 
Reframing 101

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/framing-toolkit-talking-about-poverty
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/tools-and-resources/framing-101/


My story to get here is all-too-
familiar for families in England: my 
mum worked full-time, earning 
minimum wage to make sure we 
always had a good evening meal 
on the table. 

But it was not enough. 

The system was not built for 
families like mine to succeed, 
regardless of how hard my mum 
worked.
Marcus Rashford’s open letter to MPs

https://www.instagram.com/marcusrashford/


Digital tools that 
can aid your 
storytelling



What have you 
used in your 
storytelling? 
e.g. to create 
content, for data or 
to share stories

https://www.menti.com/k9jqv5onf3

Quick tools swap 

https://www.menti.com/k9jqv5onf3


Words and 
pictures



A picture tells a thousand words 

Sutton African and 
Caribbean Cultural 
Organisation



Even when 
using 
numbers!

See our list of free photo sites

https://elink.io/p/free-photo-websites


Stories at the 
heart of impact 
reporting



Kingston 
Churches Action 
on Homelessness 
storytelling annual 
reviews follow a 
theme every year 
and are 
introduced by a 
client, volunteer or 
stakeholder

https://kcah.org.uk/human-spirit-kcah-annual-rev/


Padlet story map example



Long form – events, campaigns, reports & sub sites!

https://spark.adobe.com/about/page


A quick peek at the Woodland Trust using long form content for their Street Fighters story 

https://stories.woodlandtrust.org.uk/streetfighters/


Some useful data 
visualisation 

tools 
(click on the logo for the link)

https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/
https://www.datawrapper.de/
https://piktochart.com/
https://infogram.com/
https://worditout.com/


Word cloud 
of digital 
exclusion 

themes 
from 

feedback 
which could 
be included 
as part of a 
longer story



Centre 70 Annual Review

https://centre70.org.uk/about-us/annual-report-and-accounts/


This numbers infographic is an adaptation of a 
report template in Canva: easy to adapt/

https://www.consciouskitchen.org/covid/infographics/
https://www.consciouskitchen.org/covid/infographics/
https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/


Audio and video 
storytelling



Audio stories – giving voice to impact

https://audioboom.com/posts/7022947-man-boy-a-positive-story-of-impact
https://prezi.com/view/FKLwoCpbProPXzbwGwGw/
http://www.soundcloud.com/
https://otter.ai/pricing


You don’t need feature films…

https://www.facebook.com/southlondoncares/videos/vb.199730440211406/838503776334066/?type=2&theater


Create a video with Adobe Express

1. Demo
2. Create your free 

account
3. Download photos 

from Google
4. Create a short 

photo caption 
story



Final 
thought…

What will 
you try 
next??



About Superhighways....

Providing tech support to the sector for 20 years
 Tech Support
 Training
 Websites
 Strategy
 Digital inclusion
 Impact Aloud
 Digital leadership
 Datawise London

E-news sign up https://superhighways.org.uk/e-news/

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/superhighways-308927460
https://superhighways.org.uk/training-advice-and-technical/data-skills
https://superhighways.org.uk/e-news/


Thank you for 
taking part today

Sorrel Parsons
info@superhighways.org.uk
www.superhighways.org.uk
@SuperhighwaysUK

mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk
http://www.superhighways.org.uk/

