
Using external 
data



Using external 
data sets to 

inform our 
work

✓Finding out about useful 
data sets

✓Gaining confidence in 
exploring and using them

✓Intro to London Poverty 
Profile, London Data 
Store, Local Insights

✓Other useful data sets
✓Considerations when 

using external data?



Quick random quiz…

1) What is the total population of Wandsworth in 2021?  288k, 
324k or 362k

2) Where does Wandsworth rank in the Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation in London?  11th, 14th or 20th

3) What’s the difference in life expectancy and healthy life 
expectancy for women in Wandsworth?  Circa 5 years, 12 
years or 16 years



What are your answers?

1) What is the total population of Wandsworth?  280k, 335k, 
360k

2) Where does Wandsworth rank in the Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation in London?  5th, 11th , 14th

3) What’s the difference in life expectancy and healthy life 
expectancy for women in Wandsworth?  Circa 5 years, 12 
years or 16 years



https://maps.london.gov.uk/population-projections
Population Projections Explorer

https://maps.london.gov.uk/population-projections




Wandsworth is the 11th
least deprived Borough 
in London

It is 173rd least 
deprived in the UK (out 
of 317 local authority 
areas)

Indices of  
Deprivation

See our blog on exploring IMD data for your area

https://datawise.london/resources/imd-how-to/


Indices of Multiple Deprivation - Comparison map of 2015 & 2019

https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html


https://www.trustforlondon.
org.uk/data/life-
expectancy-borough

https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/life-expectancy-borough


London Poverty Profile





London Poverty Profile: Quick Question
✓What is the increase in working age Londoners out of 

work and claiming Universal Credit between May 2019, 
May 2020 and May 2021?

✓Tip - navigate to explore by Topic and then choose 
Work, Worklessness and Benefits. Look at the first Out of 
Work benefits chart. Tip – click on the columns to see 
the values..





London Poverty Profile: Answer

✓An increase from 3.3% to 9.2% to 10.6%

✓Just over a threefold rise over 2 years, (or just over a 7 
percentage points increase)

✓Rest of England figures 3.6% to 8.5% to 9%



London Data Store



https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/trust-for-london-programme/external-data-sources/London_Datastore_Area_profiles_how_to.pdf


London Data Store – key sites
✓ London Data Store – London area / borough profiles
✓ London Data Store – Population projections explorer
✓ London Data Store - borough / ward Excel mapping templates
✓ Mayor of London Survey of Londoners – Headline findings
✓ London Community Response Survey – Covid-19 weekly results
✓ Making the most of the London Data Store – Scenario guides

✓ UNDERSTANDINGTHE IMPACT OF WARD LEVEL POPULATION GROWTH ON YOUR SERVICES
✓ TARGETTING SERVICES TO OLDER PEOPLE MOST LIKELY TO BE SOCIALLY EXCLUDED
✓UNDERSTANDING YOUR LOCAL AREA – ARE VOLUNTEERS REFLECTIVE & WHAT ABOUT CRIME 

STATS

https://data.london.gov.uk/london-area-profiles/
https://data.london.gov.uk/blog/population-projections-explorer/
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/survey-of-londoners-headline-findings
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/london-community-response-survey
https://londonplus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Datastore-scenario-1-3-website-.pdf


London Area Profiles: Quick Question
✓What is the self reported % of Bad and Very Bad Health for Bexley 

as a borough and for Cray Meadows as a Ward. Can this 
difference be explained by the proportion of the population that 
are 65+

✓Select Bexley and then scroll down in the right hand table to find 
the Health section.  Then select the Ward view of the map, select 
Cray Meadows and then find the corresponding values for Health 
conditions and Age

✓Bexley = 4.8%  and Cray Meadows = 6% for Bad and Very Bad 
Health  

✓Bexley = 16.37% and Cray Meadows = 15.47% of the population 
over 65 years



Population projections
✓Go to https://apps.london.gov.uk/population-projections/

✓How many boroughs have a population over 317,367 in 2021

✓How will this change in 2030?

✓Which three boroughs have the biggest birth rate in 2021?

https://apps.london.gov.uk/population-projections/


Use Search to find other data sets….

✓Equalities, diversity and inclusion measures – school 
exclusion rates by borough

✓Young People NEETs by borough

✓Pupils eligible for free school meals by borough 
(primary & secondary)

✓Access to open space and nature by Ward

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/equalities-diversity-and-inclusion-measures
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/young-people-not-employment-education-or-training-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/pupils-eligible-free-school-meals-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/access-public-open-space-and-nature-ward


What do we 
need to 

consider 
when using 

external 
data? 

✓Ideas in chat please
✓See crowdsourced 

ideas



https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/useful_datasets.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/useful_datasets.pdf


https://www.thinknpc.org/resource-hub/update-interactive-covid-19-data-for-charities-and-funders/


360Giving’s 
GrantNav –
grants data

https://grantnav.threesixtygiving
.org

https://grantnav.threesixtygiving.org/


Don’t forget local authority data sites



Community Lens mapping tool

https://datakind-uk.github.io/community-lens/


Community Lens Summary 
✓Paste postcodes into the tool (can handle large 

numbers) and see them plotted on the map 
✓Choose which Indices of Deprivation you are interested 

in
✓Understand how your postcodes correlate with the IMD 

data
✓Take a screen shot and download the data table
✓More open data sets to come (make your suggestions)
✓See a demo recording

https://youtu.be/gfn9ITQrnxg


Exploring data in Local Insight
Consistent and accurate 

open data

Demographic, social & 
economic indicators

Define and report on any 
community; parishes, wards, 
catchment areas

Visualise
Maps, profiles 
& dashboards

Upload & visualise 
your own local data

Access for everybody across 
your organisation

Up & running in minutes 
- Zero overhead, 
intuitive & easy to use

https://local.communityinsight.org/


Local Insight public sites
● Lambeth & Southwark  -

https://guysandstthomas.communityinsight.org/

● Barking & Dagenham, Redbridge, Havering -
https://bhrjsna.communityinsight.org/

● Hounslow - http://insight.hounslow.gov.uk/

● Or book a 1:1 with Superhighways – we’ve subscribed to the 
platform – email info@superhighways.org.uk

https://guysandstthomas.communityinsight.org/
https://bhrjsna.communityinsight.org/
http://insight.hounslow.gov.uk/
mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk




What do you 
see on these 
Local Insight 

maps? 

✓In small groups
✓Breakout rooms
✓Two questions about 

each map 
✓Make notes of any 

questions or insights
✓Google doc



Thank you for coming!
KATE WHITE

info@superhighways.org.uk
@SuperhighwaysUK

mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk

