
Simple 
storytelling for 
beginners



What do you 
want to say with 
video?

And to who?



Learn how to create short, shareable 
videos with pictures and captions 
using a free online creator. 

And discover creators and apps to tell 
the stories of your small charity or 
community group



What we’ll cover today

✓Storytelling essentials
✓Basic storyboarding
✓Create a short online video using 

photos and captions
✓Apps and equipment
✓Resources for planning your video 



We’re not aiming for perfect, 
polished videos!



Quick poll…have you ever??



Why stories?



Storytelling 
essentials
What else do we 
know?



Beginning – middle - end

Challenge – 5 steps – Finished product

Set up – obstacle - resolution

Event – Why – When and where



Storytelling structures

Storytelling with Data

https://www.storytellingwithdata.com/blog/2020/5/21/the-structures-of-story


Write a very short 
story from your 
work. 
Keep it simple. 
Don’t worry about 
precise wording

In chat



For sale: baby shoes, never worn.

- Ernest Hemingway



Turn your words into film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TiVdi29RZyk




https://youtu.be/j6xhySsHsd0

https://youtu.be/j6xhySsHsd0




Storyboarding
Start with a script

1. Kind residents donate their computers to PC 
Plus. 

2. Our donated goods get tender loving care. 
3. Fundraising helps cover our costs. 
4. So that this complicated stuff…
5. become this. 
6. And brings a smile to our friends in need. 
7. Donate your laptop today at 

www.superhighways.org.uk
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Storyboarding
Start with a script

Watch our phishing video

https://youtu.be/TFlCLREWxfU
https://youtu.be/TFlCLREWxfU


Watch our cyber security video

https://youtu.be/CbETCJ8Yc-U


Storyboarding

Street Yarns is a 
fictitious community 
organisation 
bringing joy to the 
streets of London

This is real!

https://www.carshaltonartists.com/openstreets2021


Photo storyboarding:
1. Choose the call to action for 

your video
2. Choose 5-7 photos
3. Caption your photos using 

post its or text
4. Keep your captions short
5. Next you’ll be turning these 

ideas into a video



Let’s get started…
On your named frame 
Go to the Jamboard 

Use post-its or text for 
your captions.

Or use the Word 
document.

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1xkh7FTBcKxxsj_QmGpB-fwx9cRnka_C3qOWMSIDHhh0/edit?usp=sharing
https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/trust-for-london-programme/simple-video-storytelling-for-beginners/Street_Yarns_case_study_download.docx


Simple videos with Adobe Express

DEMO



Now try it for yourself:
1. Download the photos
2. Log into your Adobe Express 

account
3. Create a video
4. Upload the photos you need
5. Add your captions and change the 

layout
6. Add a tune
7. Look at your share options



Quick break



Your premiere

In breakout rooms 

Share your video with 
someone else!

Don’t worry if it’s not 
finished yet.



Simple videos with Canva

DEMO

Watch Canva video

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQOs4fUTk/fVkNG5145SlT1wlGFz3q3g/watch?utm_content=DAFQOs4fUTk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=homepage_design_menu


Now try it for yourself:
1. Download the photos
2. Log into your Canva account
3. Create a video (choose your size)
4. Go to Elements and search for 

children playing
5. Add the text
6. Add a tune
7. Look at your share options



Add some stats and alternative music

https://animoto.com/
https://elink.io/p/royaltyfreemusic-9d41532


Lights, camera, action

Top tips for 
filmmaking and 
basic equipment 
that can help 



A study by Meta discovered that’ mobile 
and low-fi feel’ video outperforms 
polished videos on Instagram

The virtues of an unpolished video – Charity Digital blog October 2022

Market researcher Ypulse found that 87%
of young people prefer imperfect content. 

https://charitydigital.org.uk/topics/topics/the-virtues-of-an-unpolished-video-10442?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Marketing%20Newsletter


Lights…the environment



Camera…choose your equipment



Action

Mind video https://youtu.be/uMs1PkWKIYA

https://youtu.be/uMs1PkWKIYA


Point, press and upload

https://www.facebook.com/southlondoncares/videos/vb.199730440211406/838503776334066/?type=2&theater


People sharing their own stuff
✓ Social media
✓ Whatsapp: need to 

convert the file to 
MP4

✓ Padlet for collection?

https://en-gb.padlet.com/features


Need a bit more?
✓ iMovie free
✓ Kapwing free option
✓ Adobe Premiere Elements £22 via 

Charity Digital
✓ Lightworks free forever option
✓ Filmora 11 for Windows and Macs $79.99 

perpetual licence one off fee for 
individualsSplice is a good app for 

both Apple and Android 
devices

https://www.apple.com/uk/imovie/
https://www.kapwing.com/video-editor
https://charitydigital.org.uk/products/products/photoshop-elements-2021-and-premiere-elements-2021
https://lwks.com/
https://filmora.wondershare.com/video-editor/
https://filmora.wondershare.com/video-editor-mac/
https://spliceapp.com/


Where’s it going?

https://www.youtube.com/nonprofits
Or sharing straight to 
social media?

https://www.youtube.com/nonprofits


What’s your story?

Use our Adobe 
Express 
storytelling 
template or 
make a few 
notes for 
yourself…

https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/Creating_compelling_stories_using_Adobe_Spark.pdf


Plan your tiny films using a 
storytelling frame

https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/trust-for-london-programme/simple-video-storytelling-for-beginners/Storytelling_frame.docx


Next steps

Ask us for help if you 
need it 

Further training 
available – book now!

Sign up for e-news

https://events.superhighways.org.uk/
https://datawise.london/e-news/


Final 
thoughts 

and 
questions



SORREL PARSONS
sorrelparsons@superhighways.org.uk

www.datawise.london
www.superhighways.org.uk

Thank you for 
taking part

mailto:sorrelparsons@superhighways.org.uk
http://www.datawise.london/
http://www.superhighways.org.uk/

