
Putting your post code 
data on the map



What we’ll cover today
• Look at a range of maps 
• Demo tools – Batch Geo, Google MyMaps, Excel 

mapping template, Community Lens, AutoGeoMapper 
& DataWrapper

• Hands on time with Batch Geo, Community Lens & 
Datawrapper

• Identify use cases for your organisation
• Intro to advanced mapping options
• Get inspired!







http://www.batchgeo.com/


Simplest map creation…

Paste data 
sets with 
postcodes 
& create a 
map:

✓Blue 
existing 
volunteers 
 

✓Red new 
client 
referrals 





Demo time…



Batchgeo Summary
✓Paste data straight from Excel at www.batchgeo.com
✓Free version – maximum 250 rows of data
✓Choose how to group pins (max 7 categories)
✓Customise design (limited)
✓Limit Zoom in to anonymise data
✓Save Map – Public or Unlisted (Private option in Pro 

account)
✓Share via link or embed code
✓Superhighways step by step guide

http://www.batchgeo.com/
https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/Batchgeo_step_by_step.pdf


Batchgeo exercise
✓Open your spreadsheet
✓Copy 2 or 3 columns of data (including header rows)
✓Go to www.batchgeo.com 
✓Paste into the data box
✓Click Map now
✓Click Save map (enter your email address and a map 

title)
✓Open your email to get the map link
✓Click to view your map

http://www.batchgeo.com/


Community Lens

https://datakind-uk.github.io/community-lens/




Community Lens Summary 
✓Paste postcodes into the tool (can handle large 

numbers) and see them plotted on the map 
✓Choose which Indices of Deprivation you are interested 

in
✓Understand how your postcodes correlate with the IMD 

data
✓Take a screen shot and download the data table
✓More open data sets to come (make your suggestions)
✓See a demo recording

https://youtu.be/gfn9ITQrnxg


Google My Maps



Lewisham 
Wellbeing 

Map

https://www.lewishamwellbeingmap.co.uk/lewisham-wellbeing-map


https://www.lewishamwellbeingmap.co.uk/lewisham-wellbeing-map


Demo time…



Break time!



Google My Maps



Borough & Ward boundaries – KML 
files

https://mapit.mysociety.org/


Top level post code boundaries
Doogal – 
download  
KML shape 
files

(Also useful for 
batch 
uploading 
postcodes 
and batch 
downloading 
wards)

https://www.doogal.co.uk/UKPostcodes.php?Search=KT
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php
https://www.doogal.co.uk/BatchGeocoding.php


Demo time…



Google My Maps Summary
✓Import spreadsheet to plot points on a map
✓Add multi-media
✓Customise look and feel – range of icons
✓Add different layers (max 10)
✓Update data table within the map
✓Sharing – keep private, share with specific people, make 

public
✓Find out more
✓Step by step guide

https://www.google.com/maps/about/mymaps/
https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/Google_My_Maps_Step_by_Step_guide.pdf


https://www.datawrapper.de/maps






Demo time…



Datawrapper Choropleth Map Summary
✓Create a range of maps in this free online mapping tool
✓Optional to create an account to edit / copy your maps in future
✓Select Create map and then the Choropleth map option
✓Quickest to search for London maps, see what’s available, then choose 

the right geography for you
✓Paste in your Borough or Ward count data from a spreadsheet (check it’s 

alphabetical & matches the list shown)
✓Change the map design, display features, and add useful narrative
✓Share via a link, embed in your website (it’s interactive ☺)or download as 

an image file

https://www.datawrapper.de/maps


https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards


✓London Data Store Borough & Ward Excel mapping 
templates

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards


What can 
you see?

Indices of multiple deprivation





Excel Mapping Template Summary
✓Either download London Borough map – quantitative, 

categorical or cartogram (boroughs represented as 
squares)
✓Or Ward map – choose your borough and double check 

you have the latest Ward boundaries
✓Overwrite your data to the left hand borough or ward list
✓Change data ranges (4 or 5) and adjust if necessary 

(you can also change colours)
✓Drag the key to over lay the map
✓Step by step guide & Video demo

https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/putting-your-data-on-the-map/London_Data_Store_Excel_Mapping_Templates_How_to_Guide.pdf
https://youtu.be/XoKN9EajvI8


AutoGeoMapper

https://datakind-uk.github.io/community-lens/




AutoGeoMapper Summary
✓Paste in postcode data (can handle large numbers)
✓The tool converts to wards and local authority areas and 

counts numbers of postcodes in each
✓These are then visualised on a chloropleth map – switch 

between ward / local authority
✓Zoom in / out and download the image
✓Download the data table with count values
✓Alternatively paste in table data if you already have 

count values
✓See a demo recording

https://youtu.be/gfn9ITQrnxg


Next step tools for mapping / data analysis

Carto – non profit application for the Builder application

Tableau – non profit discount available via Charity Digital

Flourish – free for public maps

Arc GIS – mapping & analysis – free public map option

PowerBI – free desktop download or Office 365 app (if you have 
a M365 subscription)

** Check out our full round up of useful mapping tools here **

https://carto.com/
http://www.tableau.com/
https://www.charitydigitalexchange.org/tableau
https://flourish.studio/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/index.html
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/
https://datawise.london/resources/our-round-up-of-geo-mapping-to/


Story Maps

✓Guys & St Thomas’s Charity – using maps to help 
understand childhood obesity in Lambeth & Southwark

https://gsttcharity-uk.shorthandstories.com/placebaseddata/index.html
https://gsttcharity-uk.shorthandstories.com/placebaseddata/index.html


Mapping Hunger Report

https://www.trusselltrust.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/04/Mapping-Hunger-Report.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/knygsttptxb9a45/TT%20Platform%20Tutorial.mov?dl=0


Other useful data sources / resources
✓ Indices of Multiple Deprivation - comparison map of 2015 &  

2019
✓ London Poverty Profile – IMD rebased for London map
✓ British Red Cross Vulnerability Index COVID-19 – maps at 

neighbourhood, ward and local authority levels 
✓ ONS Open Geography portal – download administrative & 

other geographies shape boundaries
✓ONS Census 21 Create custom dataset – choose data, 

download & create pivot tables to calculate counts then 
visualise on a map

https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html
https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html
https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/topics/living-standards/
https://britishredcrosssociety.github.io/covid-19-vulnerability/
https://britishredcrosssociety.github.io/covid-19-vulnerability/
https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/create


Mapping best practice
Questions to ask yourself…

✓ Is the map for internal planning / operations?
✓ Or will you be sharing externally?
✓ Is the data personal and sensitive?
✓ How can you ensure you’re not identifying people?
✓ Does mapping fit the purpose for which you collected the 

data?
✓ What will you do when the project’s finished?



Network mapping with Kumu.io

Kate’s journey 
through network 
mapping blog

http://www.superhighways.org.uk/projects/outcomes-2-network-support/
https://netequality.org.uk/blog-3/a-journey-through-network-mapp/
https://netequality.org.uk/blog-3/a-journey-through-network-mapp/
https://netequality.org.uk/blog-3/a-journey-through-network-mapp/


What map are you going to create?





About Superhighways
Providing tech support to small local charities in 
London for 20 years
✓ Support
✓ Training
✓ Consultancy
✓ Digital inclusion
✓ Impact Aloud
✓ Datawise London
✓ E-news sign up 

https://superhighways.org.uk/e-news/

https://superhighways.org.uk/training-advice-and-technical/training/
https://superhighways.org.uk/training-advice-and-technical/data-skills
https://superhighways.org.uk/e-news/


KATE WHITE
CLARE CHAMBERLAIN

info@superhighways.org.uk
@SuperhighwaysUK

Thank you for listening

mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk
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