
PLANNING 
YOUR WEBSITE
Build my community 
website in 7 weeks



What we’ll 
cover 
today

✓Website structures and 
pages
✓Voice features that help
✓Existing features
✓Applying for our website
✓Logging in
✓Content management 

system overview



What websites do 
you like or use the 
most? 
What do they 
have in common?

✓ Breakout room
✓ 5 minutes
✓ Small groups



Recap: hunter-gatherers

Remember that we 
need to consider the 
information that our 
audiences need 
most.

And consider their 
journey on your 
website.



CAST Design Hops 

https://www.wearecast.org.uk/programmes/design-hops


Planning 
a website 
structure 



Let’s list the pages we think we need

Think of all the pages you 
want to add to your website
 (2 mins)

Add your ideas to chat
 (3 minutes)



Wired Impact 

Your site structure needs to be like a 
choose your own adventure book without 
a set starting point. 

No matter what page your visitors enter 
on, and no matter what content they’re 
after, your structure needs to ensure 
they’re able to get where they want to go.



Go the Wired Impact guide to find out more.



Common website structures

You can read more about 
common non-profit website 
structures on the Wired Impact 
website.

https://wiredimpact.com/resources/marketing-guides/common-website-structures-for-nonprofits/


Your ‘primary’ or ‘main’ navigation is a sensible top 
level grouping of pages.  



A ‘secondary’ navigation can be helpful for complex 
websites with lots of information.



Home About What we do News

Simple structure

Contact us

Mission

Impact

Team

Service 1

Service 2

Item 1

Item 2



Home About Events

Really simple structure

Contact

You can build 
sections later if you 
need them. Your 
contact information 
could simply be in 
the footer of the site 
(at the bottom on 
every page)



Here’s an example of planning a structure

Croydon 
Mencap 
website 
planning

https://www.croydonmencap.org.uk/
https://www.croydonmencap.org.uk/


Over to you..

✓Go to a familiar 
programme that 
you can create 
text boxes with
✓OR sketch it out on 

paper



Time for tea?
10 mins

Let’s stretch 
and get away 
from the 
screen. Have 
you created a 
website?



Design 
and 
layout 
ideas 



Things to remember

We need to help 
visitors move from 
page to page easily 
so they can choose 
their own adventure.

Voice has features to 
help with this.



Grids with links to other pages

The titles are links through to the pages. We have added icons and a 
short sentence about the linked page that can be used in this grid of 4.

https://superhighways.org.uk/


Grid examples: Croydon Mencap

You can tick a box to tell the grid to display a button 
or Read more link



Grid examples: Croydon Mencap

You do not have to use images in your grids



Lists with links to other pages

This example from 
the London 
Refugee 
Community 
Organisation 
Advocacy Forum 
shows a list of 
pages (members) 
on the 
membership page.

https://refugeeadvocacyforum.london/our-members/
https://refugeeadvocacyforum.london/our-members/
https://refugeeadvocacyforum.london/our-members/
https://refugeeadvocacyforum.london/our-members/
https://refugeeadvocacyforum.london/our-members/


Images on left or right with text

You don’t have 
to use buttons 
for links to other 
pages. You can 
simply highlight 
text and create 
a link to another 
page.



Keep it simple as full width page

We added an 
image to the 
top of our news 
pages but you 
don’t have to.



Calendar for events

Only use if you have 
lots of events! 

For example, if you run 
your own events every 
other month then you 
should use normal 
webpages instead of 
the calendar.



Home 
page 
layouts

✓Let’s have a 
quick look at 
choices 
organisations 
can make

https://centre70.org.uk/


Sketching out layouts

This is an 
example of a 
sketch of the 
Croydon 
Mencap 
website 
before it was 
built. 



Roughly sketch a layout of a page

What would your 
home page look like 
for example?

What pages would 
you display and link 
to from the home 
page? Would you 
use a grid?



[Optional week]
Creating graphics for your website 
using Canva

Wednesday 31st October, 10am to 12.00pm

Actions: 

1. Finish your website page structure
2. Keep writing!



What does Superhighways do?

Superhighways helps small charities and 
community groups gain essential digital and 
data skills backed by the right tech to 
achieve their goals.



Thank you for 
taking part today

Sorrel Parsons
info@superhighways.org.uk
www.superhighways.org.uk 
@SuperhighwaysUK

mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk
http://www.superhighways.org.uk/
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