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Today’s Agenda

01. Background to the Indices

Background to the Indices and the seven individual 

domains measured.

02. Methodology

User consultation outcomes and changes for the 

2025 update.

03. London Analysis

Regional deprivation mapping and borough-level 

performance metrics.

04. Sector Strategy

How the VCS can leverage these indices for 

funding and advocacy.



Background and 
methodology



Multiple Deprivation

The Indices measure relative deprivation at LSOA 

level across seven individual domains, making 10 

indices in total including:

• One combined index (IMD)
• Two supplementary indices (IDACI/IDAOPI)
• Seven separate domain measures



Strategic Objectives

Review & Refresh

To meet growing user need and account for 

significant socio-economic changes (Pandemic, 

Cost of Living).

Enhance Utility

Developing greater UK/GB harmonisation and 

enhancing the utility of all outputs.



Indices Consultation

The 2025 update direction was established through broad user consultation, resulting 

in 5 key actions:

•
Review deprivation domains

•
Review statistical techniques

•
Publish underlying data

•
Build suite of resources

•
Harmonise with Devolved Nations



2025 Updates

20
New Indicators

14
Modified Indicators



Domain 1: Income
Measures the % of the population in an area experiencing deprivation relating to low income.



Domain 2: Employment

Measures the proportion of the working-age population involuntarily excluded from the labour market.



Domain 3: Education
Measures the lack of attainment and skills across the local population, split into two themes

Children/Young People: School 

attainment and higher education entry.

Adult Skills: Lack of qualifications in the 

resident population.



Domain 4: Health

Captures the risk of premature death and impairment of quality of life through poor physical or mental health.



Domain 5: Crime

Measures the risk of personal and material victimisation at local level.



Domain 6: Barriers to Housing and Services

Measures physical and financial accessibility of housing and services.



Domain 7: Living Environment

Indoors

Housing quality metrics, central heating, 

and decency standards.

Outdoors

Air quality levels and road traffic accident 

rates.



Deprivation in London





Spatial Trends (2019-2025)



Spatial Trends (2019-2025)





London: Income Domain

18 / 33
Boroughs in top 20% deprived nationally

Highest income deprivation remains 

concentrated in East London.



London: Employment

Five boroughs now rank in the top 20% most 

deprived nationally for employment exclusion.

Hackney is identified as the most deprived 

borough for Employment.



London: Education 

High Average

27 of 33 boroughs are less deprived than 

the national average.

Barking & Dagenham is the capital's most 

deprived borough in this domain.



London: Health 

Hackney is the most deprived for 

Health. Poorer outcomes are 

concentrated in the Inner East.



London: Crime 

Significant East-West divide, with 

highest deprivation levels 

(victimisation risk) in 

East and South East London.



London: Barriers to Housing and Services

15 / 33
Boroughs in top 20% most deprived 

nationally

High concentrations found in West and 

East, with Brent remaining a key hotspot.



London: Living Environment

The City of London is ranked as the most deprived for 

environment quality. 27 / 33
Boroughs in top 20% deprived nationally

27 / 33
Boroughs in top 20% deprived 

nationally



Uses and implications 
for VCS 



Wider Use of Indices

400k+
Hits on MHCLG statistics page annually.

Applied in:

• Local Government funding allocations
• Council Tax Rebate programs
• Schools/Police national funding 

formula
•

•Transport infrastructure planning
DWP income group analysis formulas



Value to the VCS

Targeting Services

Identifying exactly where resources can 

make the most difference.

Funding Bids

Providing robust evidence of need to 

commission and grant bodies.

Advocacy

Evidence to influence local and national 

policy

Strategic Planning

Informing long-term service design



VCS Case Studies

Organisation How IMD is Used Outcome

London Plus Area Prioritisation Focus VCS support in high-need hubs

London Youth Games Evidence in Proposals Validation of high-need target areas

Thames Reach Service Planning Tailored outreach to deprivation types

Community Links Policy Influence Shift in local service priorities



Further resources



IMD Explorer

https://imd.localinsight.org

https://imd.localinsight.org


Indices of Deprivation reports

● https://ocsi.uk/products/o
n-demand/iod/

● Example Local Insight IMD 
report

https://ocsi.uk/products/on-demand/iod/
https://ocsi.uk/products/on-demand/iod/
https://ocsi.uk/products/on-demand/iod/
https://ocsi.uk/products/on-demand/iod/
https://ocsi.uk/products/on-demand/iod/
https://imd.localinsight.org/#/map?report=7192
https://imd.localinsight.org/#/map?report=7192
https://imd.localinsight.org/#/map?report=7192


Questions?
info@ocsi.uk | ocsi.uk

http://ocsi.uk
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