
#DatawiseLondon

Bexley 
Data
Hack
DISCOVER. LEARN. ANALYSE. SHAPE. REPEAT.



Our mission is to help 
you unlock the value 
of your data. 



Today’s agenda: morning
Welcome & Check in
Bexley Quick Quiz
Following a hunch
11:15 Break
What does your own data tell you?
Exploring external data sources
External data – uses and pitfalls
12:30 Lunch (1 hour)



Today’s agenda: afternoon
13:30 Welcome back from Lunch
Data sources - uses and pitfalls recap
Mapping - practical session
Quick comfort break
Data exploration deep dive
Time for you
Check out
15:00 CLOSE



Bexley Big Quiz
Let’s see what we know about the Borough of Bexley… 



Zoom poll

1) What is the total population of Bexley?
2) Where does Bexley rank in the Indices of Multiple 

Deprivation?
3) What’s the difference in life expectancy and healthy life 

expectancy for women in Bexley?

Bonus questions…

4) What does Bexley come top in, in borough comparisons?
5) Mystery map



https://maps.london.gov.uk/population-projections
Population Projections Explorer

https://maps.london.gov.uk/population-projections




Bexley is the 8th least 
deprived Borough in 
London

It is 190th least deprived 
in the UK (out of 317 
local authority areas)

Indices of  
Deprivation

See our blog on exploring IMD data for your area

https://datawise.london/resources/imd-how-to/


Indices of Multiple Deprivation - Comparison map of 2015 & 2019

https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html


https://www.trustforlondon.
org.uk/data/life-
expectancy-borough

https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/life-expectancy-borough
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What does Bexley come top in?

% of the 
population 
owning their 
own home 
outright

London Data Store – Housing 
Tenure by Borough

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/housing-tenure-borough?resource=53cb03c2-3e99-4d71-937b-90b95a64ebaa


Mystery Map – any guesses?

%

Hint – links to 
previous 
statistic…

% of 
population 
over 65 yrs

London Data Store 
– Borough Profiles

https://londondatastore-upload.s3.amazonaws.com/instant-atlas/borough-profiles/atlas.html


What surprised 
you? 

And what do 
you really want 

to know?

Breakout rooms
Pairs / small groups
10 mins
Make a note of one or 

two ideas to feedback
Whole group feedback



Following a hunch
What happens when you follow a hunch about what you think 
is happening with your service or activity? And what data 
sources will you need?



Definition

“a feeling or guess 
based on intuition 
rather than fact”

Oxford Languages



Example: defining a hunch

The demographics of our 
volunteers aren't representative 
of the boroughs [we work in]



Following a hunch – video exercise…
 “Young people in the south of the borough aren’t   
accessing our youth group”
 What could Alice do next?  
Discussion in breakout rooms (10 mins) then 
brief feedback 2 ideas for further exploration

https://youtu.be/3NNibEF2mNc
https://youtu.be/2bEh7DOCMdc


Recap on steps
Exported current data on numbers of young carers on 

their database 
Used Excel to analyse spread across top level post 

codes (used Split columns and Pivot tables to Count 
nos & Charts to visualise)

Compared against attendance at the Youth club
Used to evidence the gap and source funding for the 

mini bus (using a local Community transport 
scheme)

Compared 6 months later to see the change







Defining 
your hunch 
template

Download from our 
website

https://datawise.london/downloads/index?folder_id=44946042


Break
15 minutes



Your internal data
How can you prepare and analyse your own data effectively?





Mapping your postcode data



Referrals via North PCN







External data sources
A useful (though not exhaustive)collection of external data sets



https://datawise.london/external-data-sources/
https://datawise.london/external-data-sources/


https://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data/


Other useful data sources / resources
 London Data Store – London area / borough profiles
 London Data Store – Population projections explorer
 London Data Store - borough / ward Excel mapping templates
 Making the most of the London Data Store – Scenario guides

 Understanding the impact of ward level population growth on your services
 Targeting services to older people most likely to be socially excluded
 Understanding your local area – are volunteers reflective & what about crime stats

 Mayor of London Survey of Londoners – Headline findings
 London Community Response Survey – Covid-19 weekly results

https://data.london.gov.uk/london-area-profiles/
https://data.london.gov.uk/blog/population-projections-explorer/
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards
https://londonplus.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Datastore-scenario-1-3-website-.pdf
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/survey-of-londoners-headline-findings
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/london-community-response-survey


https://maps.london.gov.uk/planning/


https://www.thinknpc.org/resource-hub/update-interactive-covid-19-data-for-charities-and-funders/




Interactive 
databank –
charities 
and Covid
NPC dashboard

https://www.thinknpc.org/resource-hub/update-interactive-covid-19-data-for-charities-and-funders/


360Giving’s 
GrantNav (& 
advanced 
searches)

https://grantnav.threesixtygiving
.org

https://grantnav.threesixtygiving.org


Bexley Facts & Figures 
www.bexley.gov.uk/discover-bexley/bexley-facts-and-figures/viewing-data

https://www.bexley.gov.uk/discover-bexley/bexley-facts-and-figures/viewing-data


Exploring external data
A quiz to explore data sets, followed by an even deeper dive 
into relevant sources this afternoon…



London 
Poverty Profile

In pairs
Breakout rooms
Two questions 
Google doc
It’s OK if you only 

answer the first
If you finish early keep 

exploring!



London Poverty Profile: Quick Question
What is the increase in working age Londoners out of 

work and claiming Universal Credit between May 2019 
and May 2020?

Navigate to explore by Topic and then choose Work, 
Worklessness and Benefits. Look at the first Out of Work 
benefits chart. Tip – click on the columns to see the 
values..

Answer: Increase from 2.4% to 7.4% (circa a threefold 
rise, or 5 percentage points increase) 





https://data.london.gov.
uk/london-area-profiles

London 
Data 
Store –
Borough 
Profile

https://data.london.gov.uk/london-area-profiles


London Data Store: Quick Question
What is the self reported % of Bad and Very Bad Health for 

Bexley as a borough and for    Can this difference be 
explained by the proportion of the population that are 65+

Select Bexley and then scroll down in the right hand table to 
find the Health section.  Then select the Ward view of the 
map, select Cray Meadows and then find the corresponding 
values for Health conditions and Age

Bexley = 4.8%  and Cray Meadows = 6% for Bad and Very 
Bad Health  

Bexley = 16.37% and Cray Meadows = 15.47% of the 
population over 65 years



Lunch
1 hour. 
See you at 
1.30pm



Geo mapping
Evidence needs and spot gaps in service delivery with free and 
affordable mapping tools



Simplest map creation - Batchgeo…

Paste data 
sets with 
postcodes 
& create a 
map:

Blue 
existing 
volunteers 

Red new 
client 
referrals 



Batchgeo Summary
Paste data straight from Excel at www.batchgeo.com
Free version – maximum 250 rows of data
Choose how to group pins (max 7 categories)
Customise design (limited)
Limit Zoom in to anonymise data
Save Map – Public or Unlisted (Private option in Pro 

account)
Share via link or embed code
Step by step guide

http://www.batchgeo.com/
https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/Batchgeo_step_by_step.pdf


Lewisham 
Wellbeing 

Map

https://www.lewishamwellbeingmap.co.uk/lewisham-wellbeing-map


Google My Maps



Google MyMaps Summary
Import spreadsheet to plot points on a map
Add multi-media
Customise look and feel – range of icons
Add different layers (max 10)
Update data table within the map
Sharing – keep private, share with specific people, make 

public
Find out more
Step by step guide

https://www.google.com/maps/about/mymaps/
https://superhighways.org.uk/files/view/training-resources/Google_My_Maps_Step_by_Step_guide.pdf


Mapping at Ward or Borough level
• The London Data Store 

provides Excel mapping 
templates for each 
London Borough as well 
as for Greater London

• These are useful for 
simple data which are 
already organised by 
ward or borough

• Download and then 
add your own data to 
create ‘chloropleth’ 
maps

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/excel-mapping-template-for-london-boroughs-and-wards


Bexley 
Ward 
changes



What can 
you see?

Indices of multiple deprivation



Break



Exploring external data
Deep dive into more data sets



Statistical geographies
• Output Areas (OAs): Smallest of the geographies that data is published at and have an 

average population of about 310 residents 

• Lower Layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs): Average population of 1500 people or 650 
households

• Middle Layer Super Output Areas (MSOAs): MSOAs have an average population of 7500 
residents or 4000 households

• Wards – OAs and LSOAs fit within Wards, MSOAs can straddle Ward boundaries



What do you 
see on these 
Local Insight 

maps? 

In small groups
Breakout rooms
Two questions about 

each map 
Make notes of any 

questions or insights
Google doc









Your next task!
Question 1 - Can you spot any trends or correlations 

between the three maps?

Question 2 - What would you like to explore further?

Question 3 - Read the information about the data 
sources (document in Chat) - What questions do these 
raise?





Considerations 
&

best practice 
for working 

with external 
data

What did you 
discover?
Quick re-cap
https://www.menti.com/mnhnrecf6b

https://www.menti.com/mnhnrecf6b


Your time. 
What do you 
want to do?
Feel free to explore a data 
source that you need in your 
work or ask us any questions. 
Or define your own hunch 
using our template

https://datawise.london/downloads/index?folder_id=44946042


Next steps
Sign up for Superhighways / Datawise London e-news
Submit your data challenge
Book on summer training in Bexley

Data Essentials
Excel bite-sized programme 1-5
Excel for monitoring and evaluating

Book an Ask the Expert advice one-to-one

https://superhighways.org.uk/e-news/
https://datawise.london/get-help/
https://bvsc.co.uk/events/training
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/superhighways-308927460


Checkout



#DatawiseLondon

Thank you for 
listening
ALICE LINELL, KATE WHITE, SORREL PARSONS

info@superhighways.org.uk
@SuperhighwaysUK

mailto:info@superhighways.org.uk

